Additional sponsorship opportunities still available!

Soils Exhibit Continues to Move Forward as Largest Project for ASF/SSSA
At the end of 2006, Worlds Underfoot, a 5,000 square foot joint exhibition project between the Soil Science Society of America and Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, had a definitive, confirmed opening date of July, 2008. With more than 200 gifts to the Agronomic Science Foundation in 2006 (plus a $1 million sponsorship pledged directly to Smithsonian), we're currently at $2.1 million towards the $2.5 million goal for the DC exhibit. 

“Unquestionably, this is the most important opportunity

that the field of Soil Science has ever had

to educate the general public about soils.”

The National Academies, 2006
Additional sponsorship benefits are still available to reach the goal for the main DC exhibit and to fund the traveling exhibit (budget: $750,000). Remaining sponsors for the DC exhibit portion need to be secured/finalized this spring or summer (although pledges can be spread out over two years) so that they can be included and recognized in a strategic way and benefit from their sponsorship in the best manner. For more information on the branding, messaging and marketing benefits associated with these opportunities, visit www.soils.org/smithsonian, contact Paul Kamps, Development Officer, at pkamps@soils.org or phone 608-268-4975.

In addition, other sponsorship opportunities include: 
· special events connected to the exhibit (e.g., K-12 educator workshops, public lectures, a weekend Family Soils Festival, the opening reception, etc.)

· an educational website at si.edu based on exhibit content as a resource for K-12 teachers, media, and others 
· development of a family guide or brochure as a "take-home" piece for museum visitors. 
SSSA’s K-12 Committee is also considering publishing a general interest soils book in conjunction with the exhibit. 

